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Purpose of Bill: Amends the Child Protective Act, chapter 587A, Hawaii Revised 
Statutes, by repealing the existing section, guiding principles for 
children in foster care, and inserting a new section, rights of children in 
foster care.  Effective 7/1/2035.  (SD2)

Department's Position:
The Department of Education (Department) supports SB 2790, SD2.  This proposed measure 
recognizes the unique needs of children in foster care by codifying children rights, increasing 
educational stability, and improving educational outcomes for these youth.  

Further, SB 2790, SD2 better aligns to Hawaii statute to key elements of the foster care 
provision under the federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), including but not limited to: 
dispute resolution process, transportation procedures and immediate enrollment and records 
transfer, as well as identifying key points of contact at each school.  

The Department, in collaboration with Hawaii Department of Human Services, has also worked 
to develop guidelines for implementation of statewide guidance that will provide information 
about the significance of educational stability in the life of a foster child.  

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on SB 2790, SD2.

The Hawaii State Department of Education seeks to advance the goals of the Strategic Plan 
which is focused on student success, staff success, and successful systems of support. This is 
achieved through targeted work around three impact strategies: school design, student voice, 
and teacher collaboration.  Detailed information is available at www.hawaiipublicschools.org.
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Bill No. and Title:  Senate Bill No. 2790, S.D.2, Relating to the Rights of Children 
in Foster Care. 
 
Purpose:   Amends the Child Protective Act, chapter 587A, Hawai‘i Revised Statutes, by 
repealing the existing section, guiding principles for children in foster care, and inserting a new 
section, rights of children in foster care. Effective 7/1/2035. 
 
Judiciary's Position:  
 

The Judiciary writes in strong support of this bill because it expresses the Legislature’s 
strong support of foster children—their welfare and their independence. 
 
 This bill codifies best practices; practices that were developed with significant input from 
foster children and former foster children. In our own state, these practices have been discussed 
at annual gatherings among foster youth, former foster youth, the family court, and child serving 
public and private agencies. These practices garnered strong consensus among all of the 
participants.  
 
 Whenever possible, the Family Court applies best practices that are within our control. 
For example, at page 5, from line 15, the bill affords a foster child the right to “meet with and 
speak to the presiding judge in the child's case.” For years, the Family Court of the First Circuit 
has required that foster children be informed of the court’s invitation to them to come to court. 
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When the system first began, we had very few “takers.” However, as the entire system became 
accustomed to this requirement, more and more children and youth came to court to talk to 
“their” judge. Just recently, in one morning calendar for one judge, 22 children claimed this right 
and each individually spoke to “their” judge. 
 
 We wish to acknowledge that Senate Draft 2 made an important change to the original 
senate bill.  At page 4, from line 15, the original bill recognized the importance of equipping the 
aging out youth with basic documents that we all take for granted, including, certified birth 
certificates and social security cards. However, as it was originally drafted, there was not 
sufficient time for the documents to be gathered before the youth’s “aging out.” Further, it 
appeared that the primary task of navigating different and sometimes labyrinthine bureaucracies 
rested on the youth. Senate Draft 2 improved upon the original bill by expanding the time period 
as well as clearly placing the primary responsibility for gathering the documents on the 
department.   
 
 We commend the Legislature for its care and support of one of the most vulnerable 
populations in our community. These children have very few family resources and are ill 
equipped to move toward adulthood. And yet, in our courtrooms, we are consistently moved and 
impressed by the resilience and grace shown by these children. On their behalf, we respectfully 
urge passage of this bill. 

 
 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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I am writing in support of SB2790 Rights of Foster Children.  When the State of Hawai`i 
steps into a family to protect children, children who have experienced abuse and 
neglect become OUR children.  Children in foster care are among the most vulnerable 
children in Hawai`i.  EPIC `Ohana is a non-profit organization that works with families 
and young people to strengthen families and young people.  Part of our work is the HI 
HOPES Initiative.  HI HOPES Board members are foster youth and former foster youth 
on all islands who advocate, educate and collaborate on behalf of their foster brothers 
and sisters.  Please listen to their voices.   

The HI HOPES leadership has worked tirelessly for three years to bring this matter to 
the legislature.  When the 2014 federal law that requires all young people, who are old 
enough to understand, must be given a statement of their rights, and have those rights 
explained to them, the young people on the HI HOPES boards quickly understood the 
�L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���I�X�O�O�\���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L�������,�Q���W�K�H���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���V�X�P�P�L�W���R�I��
young leaders, the HI HOPES board members discussed what the rights should be, 
�V�W�X�G�L�H�G���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W�V���R�I���\�R�X�Q�J���S�H�R�S�O�H���L�Q���R�W�K�H�U���V�W�D�W�H�V�����O�R�R�N�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���³�J�X�L�G�L�Q�J��
�S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V�´���D�Q�G���V�K�D�U�H�G���V�W�R�U�L�H�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H�L�U���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V������ 

Subsequently, they conducted surveys of more than 100 young people in care, they 
conducted numerous workshops, and they convened a meeting of stakeholders.  We 
learned that many young people have experienced times when their rights were denied, 
and few young people knew about the guiding principles.  We heard stories of foster 
parents (resource caregivers using their foster children as maids and babysitters and 
not treating them as members of their family.  We heard stories of corporal punishment 
and isolation.  At the same time, there were also many stories of foster parents who did 
treat them as a part of their family, and who did love them.   

We can do better.  We MUST do better.  Passing this bill of rights will provide a clear 
and strong statement about HOW we can do better.  Thank you so much for your 
support. 

Aloha 

Laurie Arial Tochiki JD, PhD 
President & CEO,  
EPIC `Ohana 
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�K�v�������Z���o�(���}�(���,���Á���]�]�����Z�]�o���Œ���v�[�•�������š�]�}�v���E���š�Á�}�Œ�l���~�,�����E�•�U���Á�������Œ�����Á�Œ�]�š�]�v�P���š�}���•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š��SB 2790, SD2 �t 
Relating to the Rights of Children in Foster Care. 
 
���Z�]�o���Œ���v�����v�����Ç�}�µ�š�Z���]�v���(�}�•�š���Œ�������Œ�����Œ���‰�Œ���•���v�š���}�v�����}�(���}�µ�Œ���^�š���š���[�•���u�}�•�š���À�µ�o�v���Œ�����o�������}�u�u�µ�v�]�š�]���•�X�����v�š���Œ�]�v�P��
foster care can be a traumatic experience in which a child has their entire world turned upside-down. 
This can leave foster children with feelings of uncertainty about when or whether they will see their 
siblings or friends again, or even whether their new foster family will provide them with food to eat. 
Additionally, the State has a special legal relationship with foster youth and a duty to ensure that they 
���Œ�����‰�Œ�}�š�����š�������Á�Z�]�o�����]�v���(�}�•�š���Œ�������Œ���X�����•�š�����o�]�•�Z�]�v�P���š�Z�����^�Z�]�P�Z�š�•���}�(�����Z�]�o���Œ���v�����v�����z�}�µ�š�Z���]�v���&�}�•�š���Œ���z�}�µ�š�Z�_���]�v��
statute is necessary to ensure that foster youth are aware of their rights, such as the right to be free 
from emotional abuse, and know to speak up if these rights are not being respected. SB 2790 would 
update the existing Guiding Principles for Children and Youth in Foster Care by renaming the section and 
including a more comprehensive list of rights, including rights for LGBTQ youth, clarification around vital 
documents, and references to case planning and educational stability.  
 
For these reasons, HCAN respectfully requests the Committee to support this measure. 

 
�,�����E���]�•�����}�u�u�]�š�š�������š�}�����µ�]�o���]�v�P�������µ�v�]�(�]�������À�}�]�����������À�}�����š�]�v�P���(�}�Œ���,���Á���]�]�[�•�����Z�]�o���Œ���v�����Ç���]�u�‰�Œ�}�À�]�v�P���š�Z���]�Œ���•���(���š�Ç�U��
health, and education.  
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